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Lords of Finance - Liaquat Ahamed 2009-01-22

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize “Erudite, entertaining macroeconomic history of the lead-up to the Great Depression
as seen through the careers of the West’s principal bankers . . . Spellbinding, insightful and, perhaps most
important, timely.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred) “There is terrific prescience to be found in [Lords of Finance’s]
portrait of times past . . . [A] writer of great verve and erudition, [Ahamed] easily connects the dots between the
economic crises that rocked the world during the years his book covers and the fiscal emergencies that beset us
today." —The New York Times It is commonly believed that the Great Depression that began in 1929 resulted
from a confluence of events beyond any one person's or government's control. In fact, as Liaquat Ahamed reveals,
it was the decisions made by a small number of central bankers that were the primary cause of that economic
meltdown, the effects of which set the stage for World War II and reverberated for decades. As we continue to
grapple with economic turmoil, Lords of Finance is a potent reminder of the enormous impact that the decisions of
central bankers can have, their fallibility, and the terrible human consequences that can result when they are
wrong.

The Psychology of Money - Morgan Housel 2020-09-08

Doing well with money isn’t necessarily about what you know. It’s about how you behave. And behavior is hard

to teach, even to really smart people. Money—investing, personal finance, and business decisions—is typically
taught as a math-based field, where data and formulas tell us exactly what to do. But in the real world people don’t
make financial decisions on a spreadsheet. They make them at the dinner table, or in a meeting room, where
personal history, your own unique view of the world, ego, pride, marketing, and odd incentives are scrambled
together. In The Psychology of Money, award-winning author Morgan Housel shares 19 short stories exploring
the strange ways people think about money and teaches you how to make better sense of one of life’s most
important topics.

Global Trends 2030: Alternative Worlds - National Intelligence Council 2018-02-07

This important report, Global Trends 2030-Alternative Worlds, released in 2012 by the U.S. National Intelligence
Council, describes megatrends and potential game changers for the next decades. Among the megatrends, it
analyzes: - increased individual empowerment - the diffusion of power among states and the ascent of a networked
multi-polar world - a world's population growing to 8.3 billion people, of which sixty percent will live in
urbanized areas, and surging cross-border migration - expanding demand for food, water, and energy It
furthermore describes potential game changers, including: - a global economy that could thrive or collapse -
increased global insecurity due to regional instability in the Middle East and South Asia - new technologies that
could solve the problems caused by the megatrends - the possibility, but by no means the certainty, that the U.S.
with new partners will reinvent the international system Students of trends, forward-looking entrepreneurs,

academics, journalists and anyone eager for a glimpse into the next decades will find this essential reading.
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Trade Wars are Class Wars - Matthew C. Klein 2020-01-01

"This is a very important book."--Martin Wolf, Financial TimesA provocative look at how today's trade conflicts are
caused by governments promoting the interests of elites at the expense of workers Longlisted for the 2020
Financial Times & McKinsey Business Book of the Year Award "Worth reading for [the authors'] insights into the
history of trade and finance."--George Melloan, Wall Street Journal Trade disputes are usually understood as
conflicts between countries with competing national interests, but as Matthew C. Klein and Michael Pettis show,
they are often the unexpected result of domestic political choices to serve the interests of the rich at the expense of
workers and ordinary retirees. Klein and Pettis trace the origins of today's trade wars to decisions made by
politicians and business leaders in China, Europe, and the United States over the past thirty years. Across the
world, the rich have prospered while workers can no longer afford to buy what they produce, have lost their jobs,
or have been forced into higher levels of debt. In this thought-provoking challenge to mainstream views, the
authors provide a cohesive narrative that shows how the class wars of rising inequality are a threat to the global
economy and international peace--and what we can do about it.

Makers and Takers - Rana Foroohar 2017-09-12

Is Wall Street bad for Main Street America? "A well-told exploration of why our current economy is leaving too
many behind." —The New York Times In looking at the forces that shaped the 2016 presidential election, one
thing is clear: much of the population believes that our economic system is rigged to enrich the privileged elites at
the expense of hard-working Americans. This is a belief held equally on both sides of political spectrum, and it
seems only to be gaining momentum. A key reason, says Financial Times columnist Rana Foroohar, is the fact that
Wall Street is no longer supporting Main Street businesses that create the jobs for the middle and working class.
She draws on in-depth reporting and interviews at the highest rungs of business and government to show how
the “financialization of America”—the phenomenon by which finance and its way of thinking have come to
dominate every corner of business—is threatening the American Dream. Now updated with new material
explaining how our corrupted financial system propelled Donald Trump to power, Makers and Takers explores the
confluence of forces that has led American businesses to favor balance-sheet engineering over the actual kind,
greed over growth, and short-term profits over putting people to work. From the cozy relationship between Wall
Street and Washington, to a tax code designed to benefit wealthy individuals and corporations, to forty years of bad
policy decisions, she shows why so many Americans have lost trust in the system, and why it matters urgently to
us all. Through colorful stories of both “Takers,” those stifling job creation while lining their own pockets, and
“Makers,” businesses serving the real economy, Foroohar shows how we can reverse these trends for a better path
forward.

A Brief History of Neoliberalism - David Harvey 2007-01-04

Neoliberalism - the doctrine that market exchange is an ethic in itself, capable of acting as a guide for all human



action - has become dominant in both thought and practice throughout much of the world since 1970 or so. Its
spread has depended upon a reconstitution of state powers such that privatization, finance, and market processes are
emphasized. State interventions in the economy are minimized, while the obligations of the state to provide for the
welfare of its citizens are diminished. David Harvey, author of "'The New Imperialism' and "The Condition of
Postmodernity', here tells the political-economic story of where neoliberalization came from and how it
proliferated on the world stage. While Thatcher and Reagan are often cited as primary authors of this neoliberal
turn, Harvey shows how a complex of forces, from Chile to China and from New York City to Mexico City, have
also played their part. In addition he explores the continuities and contrasts between neoliberalism of the Clinton
sort and the recent turn towards neoconservative imperialism of George W. Bush. Finally, through critical
engagement with this history, Harvey constructs a framework not only for analyzing the political and economic
dangers that now surround us, but also for assessing the prospects for the more socially just alternatives being
advocated by many oppositional movements.

Currency Wars - James Rickards 2012-08-28

In 1971, President Nixon imposed national price controls and took the United States off the gold standard, an
extreme measure intended to end an ongoing currency war that had destroyed faith in the U.S. dollar. Today we
are engaged in a new currency war, and this time the consequences will be far worse than those that confronted
Nixon. Currency wars are one of the most destructive and feared outcomes in international economics. At best,
they offer the sorry spectacle of countries' stealing growth from their trading partners. At worst, they degenerate
into sequential bouts of inflation, recession, retaliation, and sometimes actual violence. Left unchecked, the next
currency war could lead to a crisis worse than the panic of 2008. Currency wars have happened before-twice in
the last century alone-and they always end badly. Time and again, paper currencies have collapsed, assets have
been frozen, gold has been confiscated, and capital controls have been imposed. And the next crash is overdue.
Recent headlines about the debasement of the dollar, bailouts in Greece and Ireland, and Chinese currency
manipulation are all indicators of the growing conflict. As James Rickards argues in Currency Wars, this is more
than just a concern for economists and investors. The United States is facing serious threats to its national security,
from clandestine gold purchases by China to the hidden agendas of sovereign wealth funds. Greater than any
single threat is the very real danger of the collapse of the dollar itself. Baffling to many observers is the rank
failure of economists to foresee or prevent the economic catastrophes of recent years. Not only have their theories
failed to prevent calamity, they are making the currency wars worse. The U. S. Federal Reserve has engaged in
the greatest gamble in the history of finance, a sustained effort to stimulate the economy by printing money on a
trillion-dollar scale. Its solutions present hidden new dangers while resolving none of the current dilemmas. While
the outcome of the new currency war is not yet certain, some version of the worst-case scenario is almost
inevitable if U.S. and world economic leaders fail to learn from the mistakes of their predecessors. Rickards
untangles the web of failed paradigms, wishful thinking, and arrogance driving current public policy and points
the way toward a more informed and effective course of action.

Architects of Ruin - Peter Schweizer 2009-10-06

In Architects of Ruin, New York Times bestselling author and conservative historian Peter Schweizer argues that
the economic crisis was caused by liberals who used the power of government to create a subprime mortgage
bubble that has ravaged the global economy. Rebutting charges that the financial collapse was caused by
conservative deregulatory zeal, Schweizer, the author of Do as I Say (Not as I Do): Profiles in Liberal Hypocrisy,
shows that it was actually the result of “do-good capitalism.”

The Cost of Free Money - Paola Subacchi 2020-07-14

A penetrating account of how unchecked capital mobility is damaging international cooperation, polarizing the

economic landscape, and ultimately reshaping the global order "An expert on global financial and monetary
systems . . . lucidly describes the failings of the international monetary 'non-system' that emerged after the collapse
of the Bretton Woods system in the 1970s."--Martin Wolf, Financial Times "Best Books of 2020: Economics”" When
it comes to the afflictions of the global economy, almost everyone--and especially Donald Trump--is quick to point
the finger of blame at the state of international trade. But what about unconstrained capital flows? Unfettered
capital has resulted in a string of financial and economic crises that have left our political systems strained and
dialogue corroded. The once perceived benefits of openness have been cast to the wayside and the cracks in the
global order can no longer be ignored. Paola Subacchi argues that international cooperation and interdependence
have become crippled. Regional restrictions will soon strengthen and a multipolar order will take shape, leading to
a distinctly transformed economic landscape in which China challenges the dominance of the US dollar. Combining
history, analysis, and prediction, this book provides penetrating insight into the challenges facing the international
economic order.

The Long Game - Rush Doshi 2021-06-11

For more than a century, no US adversary or coalition of adversaries - not Nazi Germany, Imperial Japan, or the
Soviet Union - has ever reached sixty percent of US GDP. China is the sole exception, and it is fast emerging into a
global superpower that could rival, if not eclipse, the United States. What does China want, does it have a grand
strategy to achieve it, and what should the United States do about it? In The Long Game, Rush Doshi draws from a
rich base of Chinese primary sources, including decades worth of party documents, leaked materials, memoirs by
party leaders, and a careful analysis of China's conduct to provide a history of China's grand strategy since the end
of the Cold War. Taking readers behind the Party's closed doors, he uncovers Beijing's long, methodical game to
displace America from its hegemonic position in both the East Asia regional and global orders through three
sequential "strategies of displacement." Beginning in the 1980s, China focused for two decades on "hiding
capabilities and biding time." After the 2008 Global Financial Crisis, it became more assertive regionally, following
a policy of "actively accomplishing something." Finally, in the aftermath populist elections of 2016, China shifted to
an even more aggressive strategy for undermining US hegemony, adopting the phrase "great changes unseen in
century." After charting how China's long game has evolved, Doshi offers a comprehensive yet asymmetric plan
for an effective US response. Ironically, his proposed approach takes a page from Beijing's own strategic playbook to
undermine China's ambitions and strengthen American order without competing dollar-for-dollar, ship-for-ship, or
loan-for-loan.

SUPERHUBS - Sandra Navidi 2017-01-24

ONE OF BLOOMBERG'S BEST BOOKS, 2016 FOREWORD BY NOURIEL ROUBINI $SUPERHUBS is a rare,
behind-the-scenes look at how the world's most powerful titans, the -superhubs- pull the levers of our global
financial system. Combining insider's knowledge with principles of network science, Sandra Navidi offers a
startling new perspective on how superhubs build their powerful networks and how their decisions impact all our
lives. SUPERHUBS reveals what happens at the exclusive, invitation-only platforms - The World Economic
Forum in Davos, the meetings of the International Monetary Fund, think-tank gatherings and exclusive galas.
This is the most vivid portrait to date of the global elite: the bank CEOs, fund managers, billionaire financiers and
politicians who, through their interlocking relationships and collective influence are transforming our increasingly
fragile financial system, economy and society.

Churchill, Hitler, and "The Unnecessary War" - Patrick J. Buchanan 2008-05-27

Were World Wars I and II inevitable? Were they necessary wars? Or were they products of calamitous failures of

judgment? In this monumental and provocative history, Patrick Buchanan makes the case that, if not for the

blunders of British statesmen— Winston Churchill first among them—the horrors of two world wars and the
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Holocaust might have been avoided and the British Empire might never have collapsed into ruins. Half a century
of murderous oppression of scores of millions under the iron boot of Communist tyranny might never have
happened, and Europe’s central role in world affairs might have been sustained for many generations. Among the
British and Churchillian errors were: * The secret decision of a tiny cabal in the inner Cabinet in 1906 to take
Britain straight to war against Germany, should she invade France * The vengeful Treaty of Versailles that
mutilated Germany, leaving her bitter, betrayed, and receptive to the appeal of Adolf Hitler * Britain’s capitulation,
at Churchill’s urging, to American pressure to sever the Anglo-Japanese alliance, insulting and isolating Japan,
pushing her onto the path of militarism and conquest * The greatest mistake in British history: the unsolicited war
guarantee to Poland of March 1939, ensuring the Second World War Certain to create controversy and spirited
argument, Churchill, Hitler, and “the Unnecessary War” is a grand and bold insight into the historic failures of
judgment that ended centuries of European rule and guaranteed a future no one who lived in that vanished world
could ever have envisioned.

World Social Report 2020 - Department of Economic and Social Affairs 2020-02-14

This report examines the links between inequality and other major global trends (or megatrends), with a focus on
technological change, climate change, urbanization and international migration. The analysis pays particular
attention to poverty and labour market trends, as they mediate the distributional impacts of the major trends
selected. It also provides policy recommendations to manage these megatrends in an equitable manner and
considers the policy implications, so as to reduce inequalities and support their implementation.

More Money Than God - Sebastian Mallaby 2011-05-03

Wealthy, powerful, and potentially dangerous, hedge-find managers have emerged as the stars of twenty-first
century capitalism. Based on unprecedented access to the industry, More Money Than God provides the first
authoritative history of hedge funds. This is the inside story of their origins in the 1960s and 1970s, their explosive
battles with central banks in the 1980s and 1990s, and finally their role in the financial crisis of 2007-9. Hedge funds
reward risk takers, so they tend to attract larger-than-life personalities. Jim Simons began life as a code-breaker and
mathematician, co-authoring a paper on theoretical geometry that led to breakthroughs in string theory. Ken
Griffin started out trading convertible bonds from his Harvard dorm room. Paul Tudor Jones happily declared that
a 1929-style crash would be 'total rock-and-roll' for him. Michael Steinhardt was capable of reducing underlings to
sobs. 'All I want to do is kill myself,' one said. 'Can I watch?' Steinhardt responded. A saga of riches and rich egos,
this is also a history of discovery. Drawing on insights from mathematics, economics and psychology to crack the
mysteries of the market, hedge funds have transformed the world, spawning new markets in exotic financial
instruments and rewriting the rules of capitalism. And while major banks, brokers, home lenders, insurers and
money market funds failed or were bailed out during the crisis of 2007-9, the hedge-fund industry survived the
test, proving that money can be successfully managed without taxpayer safety nets. Anybody pondering fixes to
the financial system could usefully start here: the future of finance lies in the history of hedge funds.

Wasps - Michael Knox Beran 2021-08-03

An examination of WASP culture through the lives of some of its most prominent figures. Envied and lampooned,
misunderstood and yet distinctly American, WASPs are as much a culture, socioeconomic and ethnic designation,
and state of mind. Charming, witty, and vigorously researced, W ASPS traces the rise and fall of this distinctly
American phenomenon through the lives of prominent icons from Henry Adams and Theodore Roosevelt to
George Santayana and John Jay Chapman. Throughout this dynamic story, Beran chronicles the efforts of W ASPs
to better the world around them as well as the struggles of these WASPs to break free from their restrictive
culture. The death of George H. W. Bush brought about reflections on the end of patrician WASP culture, where

privilege reigned, but so did a genuine desire to use that privilege for public service. In the time of Trump—who
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is the antithesis of true WASP culture—people look at the John Kerry, Bobby Kennedy, and Philip and Kay
Grahams of the world with wistfulness. And even though we are a more diverse and pluralistic nation now than
ever before, there is something about WASP culture that remains enduringly aspirational and fascinating.
Beginning at the turn of the 20th century, Beran’s saga dramatizes the evolving American aristocracy that forever
changed a nation—and what we can still glean from W ASP culture as we enter a new era.

The New Great Depression - James Rickards 2021-01-12

A Wall Street Journal and National Bestseller! The man who predicted the worst economic crisis in US history
shows you how to survive it. The current crisis is not like 2008 or even 1929. The New Depression that has
emerged from the COVID pandemic is the worst economic crisis in U.S. history. Most fired employees will remain
redundant. Bankruptcies will be common, and banks will buckle under the weight of bad debts. Deflation, debt,
and demography will wreck any chance of recovery, and social disorder will follow closely on the heels of market
chaos. The happy talk from Wall Street and the White House is an illusion. The worst is yet to come. But for
knowledgeable investors, all hope is not lost. In The New Great Depression, James Rickards, New York Times
bestselling author of Aftermath and The New Case for Gold, pulls back the curtain to reveal the true risks to our
financial system and what savvy investors can do to survive -- even prosper -- during a time of unrivaled
turbulence. Drawing on historical case studies, monetary theory, and behind-the-scenes access to the halls of power,
Rickards shines a clarifying light on the events taking place, so investors understand what's really happening and
what they can do about it. A must-read for any fans of Rickards and for investors everywhere who want to
understand how to preserve their wealth during the worst economic crisis in US history.

Making Money - Peet van Biljon 2020-01-20

How much do you really know about money? Everyone uses it, but few know how it really works. Most books
about money focus on specific aspects. This book breaks through the usual silos to present money as a broad social
technology that serves the current needs of society. It reviews the latest developments in financial technology
including cryptocurrency, blockchain, and the prospect of a cashless future; and clears up many misconceptions in
the process. Starting with a very brief history, the authors provide insights on how money is made; why money
has value and what can change its value; how central banks, treasuries, foreign exchange, lending, and blockchain
work; why you may be trading against robots; and privacy and security issues in an increasingly cashless society
that will change our lives. While written for a broad audience, this book is also essential reading for students
entering courses in the area of business finance, or money and banking.

Bankers and Empire - Peter James Hudson 2017-04-27

From the end of the nineteenth century until the onset of the Great Depression, Wall Street embarked on a
stunning, unprecedented, and often bloody period of international expansion in the Caribbean. A host of financial
entities sought to control banking, trade, and finance in the region. In the process, they not only trampled local
sovereignty, grappled with domestic banking regulation, and backed US imperialism—but they also set the model
for bad behavior by banks, visible still today. In Bankers and Empire, Peter James Hudson tells the provocative
story of this period, taking a close look at both the institutions and individuals who defined this era of American
capitalism in the West Indies. Whether in Wall Street minstrel shows or in dubious practices across the Caribbean,
the behavior of the banks was deeply conditioned by bankers’ racial views and prejudices. Drawing deeply on a
broad range of sources, Hudson reveals that the banks’ experimental practices and projects in the Caribbean often
led to embarrassing failure, and, eventually, literal erasure from the archives.

This Is How They Tell Me the World Ends - Nicole Perlroth 2021-02-18

WINNER OF THE FT & McKINSEY BUSINESS BOOK OF THE YEAR AWARD 2021 The instant New York
Times bestseller A Financial Times and The Times Book of the Year 'A terrifying exposé' The Times 'Part John le



Carré . .. Spellbinding' New Yorker We plug in anything we can to the internet. We can control our entire lives,
economy and grid via a remote web control. But over the past decade, as this transformation took place, we never
paused to think that we were also creating the world's largest attack surface. And that the same nation that
maintains the greatest cyber advantage on earth could also be among its most vulnerable. Filled with spies,
hackers, arms dealers and a few unsung heroes, This Is How They Tell Me the World Ends is an astonishing and
gripping feat of journalism. Drawing on years of reporting and hundreds of interviews, Nicole Perlroth lifts the
curtain on a market in shadow, revealing the urgent threat faced by us all if we cannot bring the global cyber
arms race to heel.

The Death of Money - James Rickards 2017-04-04

The next financial collapse will resemble nothing in history. . .. Deciding upon the best course to follow will
require comprehending a minefield of risks, while poised at a crossroads, pondering the death of the dollar. The
U.S. dollar has been the global reserve currency since the end of World War II If the dollar fails, the entire
international monetary system will fail with it. But optimists have always said, in essence, that confidence in the
dollar will never truly be shaken, no matter how high our national debt or how dysfunctional our government. In
the last few years, however, the risks have become too big to ignore. While Washington is gridlocked, our biggest
rivals—China, Russia, and the oil-producing nations of the Middle East—are doing everything possible to end U.S.
monetary hegemony. The potential results: Financial warfare. Deflation. Hyperinflation. Market collapse. Chaos.
James Rickards, the acclaimed author of Currency Wars, shows why money itself is now at risk and what we can
all do to protect ourselves. He explains the power of converting unreliable investments into real wealth: gold, land,
fine art, and other long-term stores of value.

The Meritocracy Trap - Daniel Markovits 2019-09-10

A revolutionary new argument from eminent Yale Law professor Daniel Markovits attacking the false promise of
meritocracy It is an axiom of American life that advantage should be earned through ability and effort. Even as the
country divides itself at every turn, the meritocratic ideal — that social and economic rewards should follow
achievement rather than breeding — reigns supreme. Both Democrats and Republicans insistently repeat
meritocratic notions. Meritocracy cuts to the heart of who we are. It sustains the American dream. But what if,
both up and down the social ladder, meritocracy is a sham? Today, meritocracy has become exactly what it was
conceived to resist: a mechanism for the concentration and dynastic transmission of wealth and privilege across
generations. Upward mobility has become a fantasy, and the embattled middle classes are now more likely to sink
into the working poor than to rise into the professional elite. At the same time, meritocracy now ensnares even
those who manage to claw their way to the top, requiring rich adults to work with crushing intensity, exploiting
their expensive educations in order to extract a return. All this is not the result of deviations or retreats from
meritocracy but rather stems directly from meritocracy’s successes. This is the radical argument that Daniel
Markovits prosecutes with rare force. Markovits is well placed to expose the sham of meritocracy. Having spent his
life at elite universities, he knows from the inside the corrosive system we are trapped within. Markovits also
knows that, if we understand that meritocratic inequality produces near-universal harm, we can cure it. When
The Meritocracy Trap reveals the inner workings of the meritocratic machine, it also illuminates the first steps
outward, towards a new world that might once again afford dignity and prosperity to the American people.

The Square Mile Murder - James Ward 2019-08-26

After a chance skirmish with an armed killer in central London, agent John Mordred ends up in hospital,
condition critical. Six weeks and a full recovery later, he’s persuaded it’s purely a police matter, so one he should
forget about. But nothing in MI7 is ever that simple. There’s more to this particular incident than meets the eye

and unnamed people in high places want it investigating. They believe Mordred’s the man for the job. Add to the
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mix five missing IMF officials, the kidnapping of a top British financier in Venezuela, evidence of a related cover-
up in Whitehall, a young and unpredictable London Lord Mayor with acute delusions of grandeur, plus - most
bizarrely - persistent rumours of local UFO sightings, and things threaten to spin radically out of control. Suddenly
Mordred’s life is on the line again. This time, alongside those of innumerable others. And it’s him versus the clock.
Dead Aid - Dambisa Moyo 2009-03-17

Debunking the current model of international aid promoted by both Hollywood celebrities and policy makers,
Moyo offers a bold new road map for financing development of the world's poorest countries.

Aftermath - James Rickards 2019-07-23

A Wall Street Journal bestseller Financial expert, investment advisor and New York Times bestselling author
James Rickards shows why and how global financial markets are being artificially inflated--and what smart
investors can do to protect their assets What goes up, must come down. As any student of financial history knows,
the dizzying heights of the stock market can't continue indefinitely--especially since asset prices have been
artificially inflated by investor optimism around the Trump administration, ruinously low interest rates, and the
infiltration of behavioral economics into our financial lives. The elites are prepared, but what's the average investor
to do? James Rickards, the author of the prescient books Currency Wars, The Death of Money, and The Road to
Ruin, lays out the true risks to our financial system, and offers invaluable advice on how best to weather the
storm. You'll learn, for instance: * How behavioral economists prop up the market: Funds that administer 401(k)s
use all kinds of tricks to make you invest more, inflating asset prices to unsustainable levels. * Why digital
currencies like Bitcoin and Ethereum are best avoided. * Why passive investing has been overhyped: The average
investor has been scolded into passively managed index funds. But active investors will soon have a big advantage.
* What the financial landscape will look like after the next crisis: it will not be an apocalypse, but it will be
radically different. Those who forsee this landscape can prepare now to preserve wealth. Provocative, stirring, and
full of counterintuitive advice, Aftermath is the book every smart investor will want to get their hands on--as soon
as possible.

Killing the Host - Michael Hudson 2018-12-22

Hudson chronicles how the financial sector has become a parasite that has taken over the brain of the US economy.
Why Nations Fail - Daron Acemoglu 2013-09-17

Brilliant and engagingly written, Why Nations Fail answers the question that has stumped the experts for
centuries: Why are some nations rich and others poor, divided by wealth and poverty, health and sickness, food
and famine? Is it culture, the weather, geography? Perhaps ignorance of what the right policies are? Simply, no.
None of these factors is either definitive or destiny. Otherwise, how to explain why Botswana has become one of
the fastest growing countries in the world, while other African nations, such as Zimbabwe, the Congo, and Sierra
Leone, are mired in poverty and violence? Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson conclusively show that it is man-
made political and economic institutions that underlie economic success (or lack of it). Korea, to take just one of
their fascinating examples, is a remarkably homogeneous nation, yet the people of North Korea are among the
poorest on earth while their brothers and sisters in South Korea are among the richest. The south forged a society
that created incentives, rewarded innovation, and allowed everyone to participate in economic opportunities. The
economic success thus spurred was sustained because the government became accountable and responsive to
citizens and the great mass of people. Sadly, the people of the north have endured decades of famine, political
repression, and very different economic institutions—with no end in sight. The differences between the Koreas is
due to the politics that created these completely different institutional trajectories. Based on fifteen years of original
research Acemoglu and Robinson marshall extraordinary historical evidence from the Roman Empire, the Mayan

city-states, medieval Venice, the Soviet Union, Latin America, England, Europe, the United States, and Africa to



build a new theory of political economy with great relevance for the big questions of today, including: - China has
built an authoritarian growth machine. Will it continue to grow at such high speed and overwhelm the West? -
Are America’s best days behind it? Are we moving from a virtuous circle in which efforts by elites to aggrandize
power are resisted to a vicious one that enriches and empowers a small minority? - What is the most effective way
to help move billions of people from the rut of poverty to prosperity? More philanthropy from the wealthy
nations of the West? Or learning the hard-won lessons of Acemoglu and Robinson’s breakthrough ideas on the
interplay between inclusive political and economic institutions? Why Nations Fail will change the way you look
at—and understand—the world.

How I Became a Quant - Richard R. Lindsey 2011-01-11

Praise for How I Became a Quant "Led by two top-notch quants, Richard R. Lindsey and Barry Schachter, How I
Became a Quant details the quirky world of quantitative analysis through stories told by some of today's most
successful quants. For anyone who might have thought otherwise, there are engaging personalities behind all that
number crunching!" --Ira Kawaller, Kawaller & Co. and the Kawaller Fund "A fun and fascinating read. This book
tells the story of how academics, physicists, mathematicians, and other scientists became professional investors
managing billions." --David A. Krell, President and CEO, International Securities Exchange "How I Became a
Quant should be must reading for all students with a quantitative aptitude. It provides fascinating examples of the
dynamic career opportunities potentially open to anyone with the skills and passion for quantitative analysis." --
Roy D. Henriksson, Chief Investment Officer, Advanced Portfolio Management "Quants"--those who design and
implement mathematical models for the pricing of derivatives, assessment of risk, or prediction of market
movements--are the backbone of today's investment industry. As the greater volatility of current financial markets
has driven investors to seek shelter from increasing uncertainty, the quant revolution has given people the
opportunity to avoid unwanted financial risk by literally trading it away, or more specifically, paying someone
else to take on the unwanted risk. How I Became a Quant reveals the faces behind the quant revolution, offering
you?the?chance to learn firsthand what it's like to be a?quant today. In this fascinating collection of Wall Street war
stories, more than two dozen quants detail their roots, roles, and contributions, explaining what they do and how
they do it, as well as outlining the sometimes unexpected paths they have followed from the halls of academia to
the front lines of an investment revolution.

Road to Ruin - 2017

The Road to Ruin - James Rickards 2016-11-15

The bestselling author of The Death of Money and Currency Wars reveals the global elites' dark effort to hide a
coming catastrophe from investors in The Road to Ruin, now a National Bestseller. A drumbeat is sounding among
the global elites. The signs of a worldwide financial meltdown are unmistakable. This time, the elites have an
audacious plan to protect themselves from the fallout: hoarding cash now and locking down the global financial
system when a crisis hits. Since 2014, international monetary agencies have been issuing warnings to a small group
of finance ministers, banks, and private equity funds: the U.S. government’s cowardly choices not to prosecute J.P.
Morgan and its ilk, and to bloat the economy with a $4 trillion injection of easy credit, are driving us headlong
toward a cliff. As Rickards shows in this frightening, meticulously researched book, governments around the
world have no compunction about conspiring against their citizens. They will have stockpiled hard assets when
stock exchanges are closed, ATMs shut down, money market funds frozen, asset managers instructed not to sell
securities, negative interest rates imposed, and cash withdrawals denied. If you want to plan for the risks ahead,
you will need Rickards’s cutting-edge synthesis of behavioral economics, history, and complexity theory. It’s a

guidebook to thinking smarter, acting faster, and living with the comforting knowledge that your wealth is
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secure. The global elites don’t want this book to exist. Their plan to herd us like sheep to the slaughter when a
global crisis erupts—and, of course, to maintain their wealth—works only if we remain complacent and unaware.
Thanks to The Road to Ruin, we don’t need to be. "If you are curious about what the financial G6tterdimmerung
might look like you’ve certainly come to the right place... Rickards believes -- and provides tantalizing snippets of
private conversations with those who dwell in the very eye-in-the-pyramid -- that the current world monetary
and financial system is on the verge of insolvency and that the world financial elites already have a successor
system for which they are laying the groundwork." --Ralph Benko, Forbes

Winners Take All - Anand Giridharadas 2018-08-28

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ The groundbreaking investigation of how the global elite's efforts to
"change the world" preserve the status quo and obscure their role in causing the problems they later seek to solve.
An essential read for understanding some of the egregious abuses of power that dominate today’s news.
"Impassioned.... Entertaining reading.” —The Washington Post Anand Giridharadas takes us into the inner
sanctums of a new gilded age, where the rich and powerful fight for equality and justice any way they
can—except ways that threaten the social order and their position atop it. They rebrand themselves as saviors of
the poor; they lavishly reward “thought leaders” who redefine “change” in ways that preserve the status quo; and
they constantly seek to do more good, but never less harm. Giridharadas asks hard questions: Why, for example,
should our gravest problems be solved by the unelected upper crust instead of the public institutions it erodes by
lobbying and dodging taxes? His groundbreaking investigation has already forced a great, sorely needed reckoning
among the world’s wealthiest and those they hover above, and it points toward an answer: Rather than rely on
scraps from the winners, we must take on the grueling democratic work of building more robust, egalitarian
institutions and truly changing the world—a call to action for elites and everyday citizens alike.

Young Money - Kevin Roose 2014-02-18

Becoming a young Wall Street banker is like pledging the world's most lucrative and soul-crushing fraternity.
Every year, thousands of eager college graduates are hired by the world's financial giants, where they're taught
the secrets of making obscene amounts of money-- as well as how to dress, talk, date, drink, and schmooze like real
financiers. YOUNG MONEY Inside the Hidden World of Wall Street's Post-Crash Recruits YOUNG MONEY is
the inside story of this well-guarded world. Kevin Roose, New York magazine business writer and author of the
critically acclaimed The Unlikely Disciple, spent more than three years shadowing eight entry-level workers at
Goldman Sachs, Bank of America Merrill Lynch, and other leading investment firms. Roose chronicled their
triumphs and disappointments, their million-dollar trades and runaway Excel spreadsheets, and got an
unprecedented (and unauthorized) glimpse of the financial world's initiation process. Roose's young bankers are
exposed to the exhausting workloads, huge bonuses, and recreational drugs that have always characterized Wall
Street life. But they experience something new, too: an industry forever changed by the massive financial collapse
of 2008. And as they get their Wall Street educations, they face hard questions about morality, prestige, and the
value of their work. YOUNG MONEY is more than an exposé of excess; it's the story of how the financial crisis
changed a generation-and remade Wall Street from the bottom up.

The New Case for Gold - James Rickards 2016-04-05

"Author and economic commentator James Rickards steps forward to defend gold as both an irreplaceable store of
wealth and a standard for currency."--Provided by publisher.

The Raven of Ziirich - Felix Somary 1986

The Road to Ruin - James Rickards 2016-11-15
The bestselling author of The Death of Money and Currency Wars reveals the global elites' dark effort to hide a




coming catastrophe from investors in The Road to Ruin, now a National Bestseller. A drumbeat is sounding among
the global elites. The signs of a worldwide financial meltdown are unmistakable. This time, the elites have an
audacious plan to protect themselves from the fallout: hoarding cash now and locking down the global financial
system when a crisis hits. Since 2014, international monetary agencies have been issuing warnings to a small group
of finance ministers, banks, and private equity funds: the U.S. government’s cowardly choices not to prosecute J.P.
Morgan and its ilk, and to bloat the economy with a $4 trillion injection of easy credit, are driving us headlong
toward a cliff. As Rickards shows in this frightening, meticulously researched book, governments around the
world have no compunction about conspiring against their citizens. They will have stockpiled hard assets when
stock exchanges are closed, ATMs shut down, money market funds frozen, asset managers instructed not to sell
securities, negative interest rates imposed, and cash withdrawals denied. If you want to plan for the risks ahead,
you will need Rickards’s cutting-edge synthesis of behavioral economics, history, and complexity theory. It’s a
guidebook to thinking smarter, acting faster, and living with the comforting knowledge that your wealth is
secure. The global elites don’t want this book to exist. Their plan to herd us like sheep to the slaughter when a
global crisis erupts—and, of course, to maintain their wealth—works only if we remain complacent and unaware.
Thanks to The Road to Ruin, we don’t need to be. "If you are curious about what the financial Gétterdimmerung
might look like you’ve certainly come to the right place... Rickards believes -- and provides tantalizing snippets of
private conversations with those who dwell in the very eye-in-the-pyramid -- that the current world monetary
and financial system is on the verge of insolvency and that the world financial elites already have a successor
system for which they are laying the groundwork." --Ralph Benko, Forbes

The Big Drop - 2015

Global Trends 2040 - National Intelligence Council 2021-03
"The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic marks the most significant, singular global disruption since World War II, with

health, economic, political, and security implications that will ripple for years to come.” -Global Trends 2040 (2021)
Global Trends 2040-A More Contested World (2021), released by the US National Intelligence Council, is the latest
report in its series of reports starting in 1997 about megatrends and the world's future. This report, strongly
influenced by the COVID-19 pandemic, paints a bleak picture of the future and describes a contested, fragmented
and turbulent world. It specifically discusses the four main trends that will shape tomorrow's world: -
Demographics-by 2040, 1.4 billion people will be added mostly in Africa and South Asia. - Economics-increased
government debt and concentrated economic power will escalate problems for the poor and middleclass. - Climate-
a hotter world will increase water, food, and health insecurity. - Technology-the emergence of new technologies
could both solve and cause problems for human life. Students of trends, policymakers, entrepreneurs, academics,
journalists and anyone eager for a glimpse into the next decades, will find this report, with colored graphs,
essential reading.

Confessions of an Economic Hit Man - John Perkins 2004-11-09

Perkins, a former chief economist at a Boston strategic-consulting firm, confesses he was an "economic hit man" for
10 years, helping U.S. intelligence agencies and multinationals cajole and blackmail foreign leaders into serving
US. foreign policy and awarding lucrative contracts to American business.

The Finance Curse - Nicholas Shaxson 2019-11-05

An “artfully presented [and] engaging” look at the insidious effects of financialization on our lives and politics by
the author of Treasure Islands (The Boston Globe). How didthe banking sector grow from a supporter of business to

the biggest business in the world? Financial journalist Nicholas Shaxson takes us on a terrifying journey through
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the world economy, exposing tax havens, monopolists, megabanks, private equity firms, Eurobond traders,
lobbyists, and a menagerie of scoundrels quietly financializing our entire society, hurting both business and
individuals. Shaxson shows how we got here, telling the story of how finance re-engineered the global economic
order in the last half-century, with the aim not of creating wealth but extracting it from the underlying economy.
Under the twin gospels of “national competitiveness” and “shareholder value,” megabanks and financialized
corporations have provoked a race to the bottom between states to provide the most subsidized environment for big
business, encouraged a brain drain into finance, fostered instability and inequality, and turned a blind eye to the
spoils of organized crime. From Ireland to Iowa, he shows the insidious effects of financialization on our politics and
on communities who were promised paradise but got poverty wages instead. We need a strong financial
system—but when it grows too big it becomes a monster. The Finance Curse is the explosive story of how finance
got a stranglehold on society, and reveals how we might release ourselves from its grasp. Revised with new
chapters “[Discusses] corrupt financiers in London and New York City, geographically obscure tax havens, the
bizarre realm of wealth managers in South Dakota, a ravaged newspaper in New Jersey, and a shattered farm
economy in Jowa ... A vivid demonstration of how corruption and greed have become the main organizing
principles in the finance industry.” —Kirkus Reviews

The Global Financial Crisis - Dick Kazuyuki Nanto 2009

Contents: (1) Recent Developments and Analysis; (2) The Global Financial Crisis and U.S. Interests: Policy; Four
Phases of the Global Financial Crisis; (3) New Challenges and Policy in Managing Financial Risk; (4) Origins,
Contagion, and Risk; (5) Effects on Emerging Markets: Latin America; Russia and the Financial Crisis; (6) Effects
on Europe and The European Response: The ;European Framework for Action;; The British Rescue Plan;
Collapse of Iceland;s Banking Sector; (7) Impact on Asia and the Asian Response: Asian Reserves and Their Impact;
National Responses; (8) International Policy Issues: Bretton Woods II; G-20 Meetings; The International Monetary
Fund; Changes in U.S. Reg;s. and Regulatory Structure; (9) Legislation.

Three Days at Camp David - Jeffrey E. Garten 2021-07-06

The former dean of the Yale School of Management and Undersecretary of Commerce in the Clinton
administration chronicles the 1971 August meeting at Camp David, where President Nixon unilaterally ended the
last vestiges of the gold standard—breaking the link between gold and the dollar—transforming the entire global
monetary system. Over the course of three days—from August 13 to 15, 1971—at a secret meeting at Camp David,
President Richard Nixon and his brain trust changed the course of history. Before that weekend, all national
currencies were valued to the U.S. dollar, which was convertible to gold at a fixed rate. That system, established
by the Bretton Woods Agreement at the end of World War II, was the foundation of the international monetary
system that helped fuel the greatest expansion of middle-class prosperity the world has ever seen. In making his
decision, Nixon shocked world leaders, bankers, investors, traders and everyone involved in global finance. Jeffrey
E. Garten argues that many of the roots of America’s dramatic retrenchment in world affairs began with that
momentous event that was an admission that America could no longer afford to uphold the global monetary
system. It opened the way for massive market instability and speculation that has plagued the world economy
ever since, but at the same time it made possible the gigantic expansion of trade and investment across borders
which created our modern era of once unimaginable progress. Based on extensive historical research and
interviews with several participants at Camp David, and informed by Garten’s own insights from positions in four
presidential administrations and on Wall Street, Three Days at Camp David chronicles this critical turning point,
analyzes its impact on the American economy and world markets, and explores its ramifications now and for the

future.



